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Painting of CAFCO SFRMs is often times required to achieve an aesthetic appearance.  We frequently receive 
inquiries as to the appropriate method and materials used to paint CAFCO SFRMs.  The following is a guide 
on the appropriate procedures: 
 
1. Painting CAFCO® BLAZE-SHIELD® II or BLAZE-SHIELD HP (UL designations Type II or HP)                

When applying paint as a top coat or color coat over a BLAZE-SHIELD product it is required that the paint 
be non-bridging water-based latex.  The paint should be applied over the material with the minimum 
amount required so as to avoid saturating the material.  UL has approved this application of painting 
CAFCO SFRMs and confirms that it will not adversely affect the fire resistance rating.  The NRC and R-
Values may be reduced by 5-15%.  It is recommended (not required) that CAFCO BOND-SEAL be applied 
prior to the application of the water-based latex paint.  The CAFCO BOND-SEAL will tighten the surface of 
the BLAZE-SHIELD and will minimize the amount of paint that is absorbed during the painting process.  
This will limit the amount of paint needed and allow for a more uniform color.  When applying paint as a 
topcoat the BLAZE-SHIELD product should be dry, this usually occurs within 14-28 days, the moisture 
content of the BLAZE-SHIELD material should not exceed 10%. 

 
 
2. Painting CAFCO 300, 400, and FENDOLITE® M-II or TG (UL Designations Type 300, 400, M-II TG)           

CAFCO 300, 400 and FENDOLITE M-II/TG are wet-mix products, in addition to painting these product they 
can also be colored during the application process.  The painting procedures are the same as with the 
BLAZE-SHIELD products.  The following are application instructions for coloring the CAFCO wet-mix 
products during the application phase: 

 
 USING CAFCO BOND-SEAL COLORED WITH A WATER SOLUBLE DYE OR PIGMENT 

BOND-SEAL can be colored with a water-soluble dye or pigment and applied to the SFRM surface.  The dye or 
pigment must be compatible with a Polyvinyl Acetate Emulsion (PVA) that has a pH of 5.  By mixing the dye or 
pigment with BOND-SEAL and applying the colored BOND-SEAL as a sealer, the desired surface color can be 
achieved.  

 
 COLORING WITH INORGANIC PIGMENTS IN FIELD APPLICATIONS  

Inorganic pigments may be added to the mix water prior to adding the bag(s) of SFRM.  Pigments are usually 
available in dry form and shall not exceed three percent of the wet mix material by weight (or 750 grams per 55-
pound bag).  The following are general procedures for coloring CAFCO wet mix SFRMs using inorganic pigments in 
the field.  Please note that these procedures apply to CAFCO 300, 400 and FENDOLITE M-II or TG. 
 
 

 



GENERAL PROCEDURE FOR COLORING CAFCO WET MIX PRODUCTS IN THE FIELD 
 

1.  Weigh the desired coloring agent to the nearest whole gram.  For UL classified products, the amount of                        
coloring material shall not exceed three percent of the wet mix material by weight (or 750 grams per 55-pound 
bag). 

 
2.  Add the proper amount of water to the mixer for the specified product. 

 
3.  Add the weighed colorant. 

 
4.  Mix the water and colorant for thirty seconds. 

 
5.  Stop the mixer and add the bagged product. 

 
6.  Mix for the time specified for the particular wet mix product. 

 
7. Confirm that mixer and nozzle densities of the colored product fall within specified ranges.  

 
 
 
 
We trust this information is of assistance to you.  Should you have any additional questions or comments please do not 
hesitate to contact our Technical Services Department at (973) 347-1200. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              JS 
              01/06 
 






	ISOLATEK



